
 

 

NORTHWEST CORRIDOR ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS 
 

The Northwest Corridor, centered on the I-90 Northwest 

Tollway, includes a substantial share of the Chicago region’s 

activity centers and travel destinations, including O’Hare 

International Airport, the Schaumburg/Woodfield area and 

the Elk Grove Industrial Park. The Northwest Corridor Transit 

Feasibility Study, initiated by the Regional Transportation 

Authority (RTA), evaluated rail or rapid transit options for 

connecting those communities to O’Hare Airport and the 

CTA’s Blue Line to downtown Chicago. Concurrently, the 

Northwest Municipal Conference sponsored a study to 

develop transit supportive land use policies and identified 

potential local financing sources.  

Vlecides-Schroeder Associates, Inc. (VSA) teamed with URS 

Corporation to complete the Alternatives Analysis of the 

project. The firm’s contributions included developing a 

baseline alternative consistent with the latest Federal Transit Administration requirements; defining 

corridor planning standards for use in evaluating alternatives in terms of mobility, local preferences, 

connectivity and safety; synthesizing service board data; and identifying criteria and performance 

measures to be further refined in next phase of project.  

Of the three transit options proposed by the CTA, 

Metra and Pace, the communities in the Northwest 

Corridor selected Metra’s commuter rail option, the 

STAR Line. Metra is now responsible for advancing 

its proposal through the federal planning, funding 

and environmental processes. 
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An example of two proposed alternative options to 

extend the Blue Line (source: CTA). 


