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The Chicago metropolitan region has the capacity to vastly improve its air quality through means of

reducing its carbon footprint. As the issue of environmental sustainability has gained momentum

both nationally and globally, much has been written regarding various policies techniques that seek

to promote cleaner air and water standards.

The Regional Transportation
Authority (RTA) is currently
studying these different
strategies in an effort to
produce a strategic plan of
policies that will help “green”
the authority and the service
boards it manages.

Beyond considering multi-
jurisdictional dynamics using
examples from local, state,

national, and international studies, the project seeks to integrate various means of sustainable

practices into a cogent series of recommendations and long-term plans. An important aspect of the
project is working with RTA’s service boards (CTA, Metra, and Pace) to determine policies with the

greatest potential for implementation.
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Vlecides-Schroeder Associates, Inc. (VSA) has
produced an inventory of transit and land use
case studies that demonstrate successful policies
and best practices advocated or utilized by
governing bodies, transportation authorities, and
private institutions. The firm identified recurring
trends through comprehensive research and
analysis of available literature, organizing such
into short case studies. The many inter-related
issues include but are not limited to strategic
planning, transit-oriented development, funding
and finance, and interagency coordination. As the
project nears completion, VSA and the project
team will work with stakeholders to produce the
final implementation plans.
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